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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMAI ON 


Elections of the People's Chamtir in the Soviet Zone 
en 15 Oc'rber 195). see 
1. Even though the Sovics Zone eleciy.ate will be precented with only a singh. 
ticket at the elections for the Pvple's Chamber (inlkskammer) on 15 October 
1950, the political leadership he: decided that the internal and. external 
political interests of their gowiment wil, be server best if the various paties 
represented on the ticket conduc, separate clectionwiltes to endorse the uni~ 
versal ticket. By that moans, at least, the outward appearance of an election 


canpaign will be msintaired. 


2, On election day the wiers will Inve the shee of voting either "Yes" or "Not 
on their ballots, i.¢.,; they can xither accept the mity ticket or reject it - 
in tote; they uave ne other choic:. 


3. The bour.cols parties are encountering considerable difficulties in filling 
the r-sitions assijmed them on tio universal ticket because very few of their 
mer wors are willint to accept notination, The gencral apathy of the bourgeoisie 
voward political, parties is also ipparert by the extreme tevdiiess in payment 
of dues. The resultant lack of «ash har in some cases neces! ated the cutting 
of regular employees off the payioll or at least deferring thir salary payment. 


. Por the moment the secrecy of the ellec‘lons scems assuréd. Wien Koenen, 
first chairman of the secretariat of tie National Pront, stated it a recent 
neeting that the coming election: woul] be "truly democratic", am that their 
"secrecy must be assured at all vost", 


5. Propaganda from ‘lectern Germany conerning the election should commewe in 


25x11 ample time but not too soon, It should encourage tu elec 
torate to vo ioT, but to extra oly careful that the cross on the vallot 


does not extend beyond the circle provided for the purpose. As in the lst | 
election, any additional mark on tr: ballot WiLL probably be evaluated ctitrary 
to the intention of the voter, Ay artificial inflation .of the "Yes" votes, 
through carelessness, should be <roided, Absenteeism should be strongly \\s- 
couraged begause, on the one han’, it could have unpleasant consequences 17¢ the 
non-voter, and, on the other hani, under the prevailing systen, it implies s 
tacit approval. of the proposed “icket. 
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6, The DDR goverment has also taken steps to insure that the new congress: will 
be homogeneous. It has been decreed that after 15 October there wEIL be no 
more majority votes in the Sovict Zone parliaments; all decisions wili be made 
unanimously, Any possible Cisagreements will be ironed out in comagyiee mect— 
ings beforehand. * 


7. Selection of candidates for the election les ——— —— =" 25X1 


National Front Organization and Activities. 


5. The Netional Pyont is organizationally divided into six-state committees, _ 
(including the City of Berlin), 160 Kreis committees, and 100 local committees. 
At the head of the organization is a N ational Council, consisting of 89 
members (1), Superseding the council in authority is a seveneman secretariat, 
In all echelons, the seats aro distributed among the recognized political 
parties and the so-called mass organizations according to a prearranged key, 
put the leadership and decisive membership is, in each case, exclusively in 
the hands of the SED. oe 


9, Tho LDP has been allotted eight seats in the National. Council (2); they are 
occupied bys 


Dr, Karl amann, Berlin, President of the IOP in the Sovict Zone. 

Frau Dr. Wilhelmine Schirner~Prischer, Berlin, also a fumetionary in the 
DFB (German oatn's League, and SID front organization) and a 
‘member of the fuople's Congress (Sovict Zone Legislature). 

Frau Rodel, Potsdam 

Richter, Schwerin 

Frau Dr. Bruch, Dresden 

Koneack, city councilor and hcad of the economic office of the City of 
Dresden. 

Dr. Nans Loch, Erfurt, Minister of Finance of the DDR. 

Kamps, Halle, member of the cabinet in Gaxony~Anhalt. 


Until recently Professor Dr. Nermann Kastner, one-time holder of varicus 
minister portfolios in Saxomy, was chairman of the council, “hen he was 
eliminated from the political field in the ast Zone, Dr. Hamann took his 
place and was in turn suceceded in his former position by Guenter Stempel, 
former general secretary of the sccorctariat of the National Front. A few 
days after assunption of his new office, Stempel was arrested G). 


10. The state Secretariats of the Nationsl F,ont are no longer run by three 
co-equal members. It was found that the arrancement encouraged mutual 
shirking of responsibility and “passing the buck", In the future, one 
chaiman will be appointed as chief. He is to carry all resnonsibility ard 
be selected according to his ability rather than his party membership. 


LL. The training school at Bantikew, Mecklenburg, seems to function well, ‘The 
tProfessors"™ Lecture om one subject for about two and a half hours. 
Thereafter the students are diviced into prearranged groups of ten and. 
continue discussion of the topic under the guidance of a semin ar instructor. 
The latter are, of course, exceliently trained OUD men, Any one found - 
wanting in ability or enthusiasm during these discussion periods is expelled 
from the school. The method results in a very high caliber of graduates. 


The National Congress 


12. a The National Front was to conduct its first National Congress starting 
25 Aurust 1950, in the Seclenbinder hall in Berlin. The Congress was 
to consist of 3000 deiegates, 12°90 of which were to come from the Soviet 
Zone and 1800 from “iostern Germany (4). It was planned to maintain 
this body as an "all-German representation" alongside the regular 
legislatures, J4 is to be called inte session from time to time to 
rouse the political consciousness of the people and to give them a chance 
to express their opinions, 
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be The Soviet Zone representction was based on a svecial distribution key 
according to organizational membership and domicile 
AVL parties and mess organisations tore requested to send delegates. ‘The 
LDP was especially urged to send industrialists, business mon, craftenen, 
professors, and especially ministers to the congress, 


c, Of the west German delegates, only 1O percent were to be acknowledged members 
of the KPD, in order to impress the population of est Germany with the 
fact that the conpress is not uncer Communist tutelage, 


Fritz Otho, one of the princinal functionaries of the National Front, recently 
stated that propaganda work in Vest Derlin and Uestern Cermany would have to 
be intensified, Individual canvagsing would have to be revleced ber crovn ~— 
cruiting. The approach will have to be a great deal better than that of the 
KP). The "sledge-hammer" method has failed completely. 


Naka dy 


Ilans Seicewasser, deputy chief of the National front, also referred to the 
coming prepacanda campaipn in Jcst Germaryy. Ue spoke principally of the ideo- 
lerical work to be done, but Ict it be Imown that the povcrs that be would not 
hesitate to order "revolutionary measures" to reach their geal, if need de. 


Alhelm Soenen, chairman of the Netional Front, has published six propazenda 
leaflets in the last fow weeks: 


a, The Dech:eround to the American VJar~threat, 37 pares. 

b. iLiroshina Jiarning, 50 pages, many illustrations. 

c. The Lav of Labor, 36 pages. 

d, The Dulwark of the Nation (material for speakers), 32 pages. 

e. The Porers of Poace are Strongor, 16 pages, illustrated. 

f. For the Prchibition of Atomic Weapons, Ten Objections, Ten Answers, pages, 
{cole ction of signatures for tic Stockholm Appeal). 
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(1) 


(2) 
(3) 


fm earlier woport| 


fixes the mumber of council members at 65. 
According to IICOG report cited above, the LDP was allottcd nine scats. 
The desertbed chance of personnel so closely resembles a persomel chang: in 
the LOP party organization, involving the same personalities, offices and funce 
tions, that the possibility of a confusion by souree between the two camot be 
disregarded, 
The report’ states 3000 "delegates" and divides them 1200 and 1000. ‘The distri~ 
bution key, howover, accounts for 1590 delegates and 1200 "guests" from the 
DOR in addition to 1800 "lest Germans". 
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